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Getting Up, out and running again in
the real world!

There is a fantastic sense of our world
coming awake again as we move in to
April. 

From the lifting of limits on the numbers
of young people we can have at weekly
meetings, to the widening de�nition of
what we can call local open spaces we
really are getting to the point of what we
do well again. We’ve been making plans
all winter for the things we want to do
when lock down ends. Now, as spring
arrives, we can get on our outdoor boots,
�nalise those risk assessments and head
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out the door. I’m looking forward to
catching up with you very soon.

Richard Williams - GLMW County Commissioner

35 years young today!

Today marks the anniversary of the launch of Beaver Scouts as an of�cial section
throughout the whole of the UK in 1986, but there's a terri�c prequel to that main
feature - a prequel which stars my own father, a life-long scout who sadly died earlier
this year aged 89.

A long, long time ago (the mid-1960s - so we're talking ancient history!) - in Northern
Ireland, a man called Mervyn Douglas was asked by then ACC Cubs (NI), Harry Scott, to
lead an investigation into the need for pre-cub groups. 

The �rst unof�cial group had been called 'Little Brothers', but other groups soon
sprouted, using a variety of names. One of these was 'Beavers', and in 1968 that was the
name agreed upon for Northern Ireland's of�cially af�liated new section, with a �rst
conference for Beaver Leaders organised by Mervyn that same year. 

The following year, Mervyn issued the 1st Edition of the Beaver Handbook for Leaders,
and by the time of 3rd edition, in 1975 (a copy of which I still have), Beavers had become



an of�cial section of the Scout Association in Northern Ireland with Mervyn as the �rst
Assistant Chief Commissioner for Beavers (NI). One year later, the name 'Beaver Scouts'
was adopted. Things went from strength to strength - by 1983, some 18 years after the
�rst units started (with just 141 boys and 17 leaders), there were 144 colonies with
2,599 Beaver Scouts and 348 Leaders registered in Northern Ireland. And then, eventually
(as we know), in 1986, the whole of the rest of the UK �nally caught up!

As the acknowledged 'Founding Father' of Beavers in Northern Ireland, by the time of his
(partial) retirement from scouting in 1996, Mervyn had become known to all Northern
Irish Scouters as 'Daddy Beaver'. Among many messages and tributes collected for a
hand-bound presentation book that year, a hand-written note from then Chief Scout, Sir
Gareth Morrison, reads in part "You have been in�uential in shaping Scouting, particularly
in the Beaver Scout Section, �rst within Northern Ireland and have then nurtured its
growth within the United Kingdom and across the world".  In 2000, Mervyn received an
MBE for services to Scouting, and I was delighted to go to Buckingham Palace with him
for the presentation. 

That love of scouting - and the special fondness for the Beaver section - was inevitably
handed down to me by my lovely Dad. I thoroughly enjoyed my time as a Young Leader
with the 68th Belfast Beaver Colony from 1977-1981, and later on I became (and still
am) a Beaver Leader in Ealing. 

Fast forwarding to 2016, my father said a fond farewell to his many scouting friends in
Northern Ireland when he and my mum moved to live near me in Ealing. In March 2017
Mervyn was still well enough to come and visit the 16th Ealing Beaver Colony to tell the
children about the early history of Beavers in Northern Ireland. They were fascinated by
his wonderful camp blanket and asked lots of questions (some got a bit confused and
thought he was either Baden Powell himself or Baden Powell's friend).

So Happy 35th Birthday Beavers - and I hope you've enjoyed discovering a little bit about
the man that paved the way prior to 1986. Addressing new Beaver Leaders in the 1984
Northern Irish Handbook, Mervyn wrote: 'Welcome to the imaginative and exciting world
of the child of Beaver age. You will �nd this a rich and rewarding opportunity, not only to
share the �rst time experiences of childhood with the Beavers but to have the privilege of
setting the six year old's feet �rmly and securely on the Scouting trail." Back then he felt
certain that Beavers would establish themselves as "a valuable and integral part of
worldwide scouting" - how right he was!

Heather Jones, District Commissioner Team, Ealing & Hanwell 

Where are they now?



Back in 1986 GLMW was active in getting Beaver colonies up and running, and you can
see the fun these young people are having at Beavers in Hayes and Harlington. Where
are they now ? Does anyone else have memories and photos of Beavers back in former
years? We'd love to hear about it! 35 years later Beavers are still having fun across the
County and looking forward to getting back to face-to-face Scouting. Thanks go to all
our fabulous Beaver leaders and colony helpers for the amazing work you do with our
young people.'

Have a fantastic day celebrating!

Sarah Appleby, ACC Beavers



Training! 

Its a good time to get up to date with your training!

We have plenty of courses and dates available for Zoom sessions.

Sign up by visiting the Training Calendar and take a look here for an
overview of remote training sessions.

The return of face to face Scouting

In line with the National Youth Agency and The Scout Association, GLMW moved to
Amber Status on the 29th March, which means we can resume face to face scouting

Click on the links to go to the pages where you can complete the E Courses for: 

GDPR, Safety & Safeguarding 

You can also �nd all the information for our training modules on the GLMW Website!

Also, don't forget.....

A signed off Risk Assessment is a must. Click here for a step-by-step guide on
getting back together.

Many of us haven't used our buildings for a long time! Click here for advice on how
we can ensure our buildings are safe and secure.

https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/adult-support/training-calendar?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/training/remote-training?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://www.scouts.org.uk/.../getting.../gdpr-training/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://www.scouts.org.uk/.../ongoing.../safety-training/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://www.scouts.org.uk/.../ongoing.../safeguarding/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/getting-back-together-safely/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/getting-back-together-safely/keeping-our-buildings-safe-and-secure/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01


Don't forget to check through your equipment, especially your �rst aid kits to
ensure you get rid of out of date consumables and that your kits are covid
compliant.

The Regional Services Team are hosting interactive workshops in April aimed at
helping recruit new adult volunteers.  Sign up to a workshop here

Lets get back to: Adventurous Activities

POR provides details for activities which require an adventurous activity permit. The
permit scheme ensures that leaders have achieved the standard of skills / experience to
run activities in a safe manner. Within Greater London Middlesex West, we have a range
of advisers and assessors for many activities and for other activities we can provide
details for assessors in other Scout Counties.

Walking / Basic Navigation - introductory walking days in local countryside. These
informal walks provide an introduction for leaders in the use of map and compass.

Hillwalking – we offer regular weekends in the hills to help build up experience and hold
assessment sessions for both Terrain 1 and Terrain 2 permits.

Climbing – introductory and assessment courses for climbing wall single pitch and
abseiling.

Paddlesports – weekend training and assessment for kayak, canoe and stand up paddle
board.

Raft Building – training sessions and assessment for raft building.

https://www.scouts.org.uk/events/2021/rst/volunteer-recruitment-workshops/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01


GLMW was LIVE at the Battle of Britain
Bunker , made a hovercrafs, space rockets,
peg planes and a  paper Concorde , with
the support of British Airways, joined
Karen in her kitchen to bake aeroplane
themed cupcakes  , had a look around RAF
Coningsby's Typhoon aircraft and heard
from some of the people who keep it
�ying. We even made our own Mars
base  and SO much more. Lots of brilliant
engagement from Young People - and

ELEVATE - GLMW VIRTUAL CAMP

Last weekend, we embarked on a
serious adventure! A virtual camp,
focusing on air activities. The line-up
was awesome and enjoyed by hundreds
of young people across the country!

You can visit our Facebook page to re-
live the day, ( and tick off lots of badge
requirements if you want to use the
activities in your programme! ) 

A big " Thank You" to Karen Tempest &
Daniel Wilde for pulling together such
an ambitious event, and all of the
leaders who helped make really
engaging videos for our Young People ! 

Pictured are just a few of the
highlights. You can head to our Social
Media pages for more, or click on the
link below.

Archery – we hold training weekends with an Archery GB instructor and have a County
Assessor.

Narrow Boating – training and assessment weekends in conjunction with the Hillingdon
Narrowboats Association.

Power Boating – training and assessment sessions.

Air Guns – air gun shooting is not part of the Scout permit scheme, but POR requires
people to hold a quali�cation set by a national governing body for shooting. We have
NSRA instructors available to run weekend courses and assess.

Other Activities – we do not have our own trainers / assessors for every activity.
However, we can pass to specialists in other Counties, recent examples include sailing,
skiing, caving and rowing.

GLMW course dates will be advertised on the County web site together with
participant cost. For leaders aged 18-25, grants of up to £150 may be available to help
with the cost of training – please see: Activity Training Grants 18-25

If you would like to register your interest in training and / or assessment for adventurous
activities, then please send an email to geoff.vanderplank@glmwscouts.org.uk with your
name, group/unit and which activities you are interested in.

Geoff Vanderplank
Deputy County Commissioner (Activities)

https://fb.watch/4xG3Uzjs8F/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://fb.watch/4xGmBgi6Ju/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://fb.watch/4xGtaU6WGK/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://fb.watch/4xHkDHY2LS/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/activity-centres?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-things-locally/grants-and-funds-for-your-local-group/grants-from-ukhq/funding-to-support-gaining-activity-permits/?fbclid=IwAR3Pzs9Kp4dP_lIPvOHErFkB7G1jg3SJsEh2j0W5LwBVre41OIFhY4szRsA.&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01
mailto:geoff.vanderplank@glmwscouts.org.uk


plenty of entertaining videos posted to the
GLMW facebook page of the 'egg drop'
experiment, take a look!

Watch a video round up of some of the
'best bits' here

Explorers

The Lady Mayor joined the Explorers �rst.

She watched them make bread rolls and
other shapes.

They then took part in question time with
the Mayor.

Scouts

1st Eastcote Scouts started off theIr
meeting by investing some of the new
Scouts whilst the Mayor watched, then
got started on making pancakes. 

After they had made a few, the Leaders
had a good discussion with the Mayor
about Scouting during lockdown, whilst
the young people enjoyed their pancakes. 

The Mayor also answered some of the
questions the Scouts had for her.

Exciting news from Ruislip, Eastcote, Northwood ( REN) District! 

Their zoom sessions are so exciting that the Lady Mayor of the London Borough of
Hillingdon asked if she could attend! 

Teji Barnes, the Mayor of Hillingdon contacted the DC Team expressing an interest in
meeting our leaders and young people. Subsequently, she joined 4 Zoom meetings with
the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers.

Madam Mayor sent a thank you note:

“I thoroughly enjoyed it - they are such a fabulous bunch! Also, if you get the chance to
do outdoor things, please invite me as I would be honoured in attending.”

https://fb.watch/4xGKvY1cqI/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_april_2021&utm_term=2021-04-01


Cubs

Oli and Dan, Cub Scouts at 1st Northwood
reported 

“On Tuesday 9th February, the Mayor of
Hillingdon joined us for our cub meeting.
We were delighted to meet her and learn
about Chinese New Year together. 

We were able to ask questions about her
job, we found out she supports some
charities and has her own YouTube
channel. We really enjoyed her visit!”

Beavers

The Mayor’s �nal meeting was with the

Beavers at 6th Northwood. 

The Leader did the introductions and then
the Lady Mayor said a few words about
what her role entails and that she would
have liked to invite them to the Mayor’s
Parlour. Next , the Beavers took it in turns
to read out their achievements over the
past year, accompanied by photos of the
various events. This was followed by a
Kahoot quiz; the Mayor came in at a

respectable 5th!place! 

She then presented 5 Beavers with their
Chief Scout Bronze Awards (virtually).
Finally, she was happy to answer some of
their questions before thanks all round
and goodbyes.

HELP: Find these Scouts



The goal that put England ahead in the 1966 World Cup Final still remains controversial
even 55 years on! Did it really cross the line? 

The picture you see above is a high-de�nition colour restoration of the match ( which was
part of a news piece by ITV News)  and it identi�es 4 key witnesses - a small group of 4
Scouts sitting on the touchline with a perfect view. The search is on to �nd them, and
here's the key bit of information: they are all from GLMW!

On that day - there were 8 Scouts present. So far, we have only managed to make
contact with one - Keith Waldron. 

Keith seems to remember one of the scouts being called Mike Adderson but doesn't
know where he might be now. We also believe one of these Scouts may be Stephen

West from the 4th Harrow Scouts....do you know him? Or any of the others that might
have been there on the day?

If you recognise any of these Scouts, please get in touch with us on
media@glmwscouts.org.uk and do feel free to share on your social media channels! 

 Sir Geoff Hurst wants to meet them on or around the anniversary of the actual world
cup �nal at the end of July! 

The ITV news piece is below if you fancy watching it to scrutinise it in more detail! 

ITV News piece

Thank you to all our leaders, helpers, supporters & young people around
GLMW. 

We would love to hear about what you are doing as we get back together
safely!

media@glmwscouts.org.uk

mailto:media@glmwscouts.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7j1-30xOzE
mailto:media@glmwscouts.org.uk


GLMW County Of�ce,
PACCAR Scout Camp,
Denham Lane,
Chalfont St Peter,
Bucks,
SL9 0QJ

https: //www.glmwscouts.org.uk/contact

You received this email due to your involvement
in the GLMW County Scouts. If you'd like to stop

receiving our newsletter please use the link
below. 

Unsubscribe

 
Georgia & Nisha 

GLMW Scouts
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