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Our Secret Support Team

As leaders in Scouting, we are seen
giving our active enthusiasm and energy
by parents and many others when we
work with the young people in our
section meetings and at Group, District
or County events. 

The external support this brings to
Scouting is immeasurably strong. We
know, however, that without our secret
support network, adding their help behind
the scenes, that we would not be able to
achieve as much as we do. I’m talking

about the many hundreds of volunteers who make up our Group, District and County
Executive Committees.
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In GLMW, we have over 800 volunteers in Executive Committee Roles. They take care of a
wide range of things from making sure that our HQ buildings are safe; looking after our
�nances and fundraising; and, supporting our ways of working by providing helping
hands at events. They are our support partners in the great adventure of Scouting.

This month, in Trustee Week, The Scout Association is celebrating the great service and
support that our Executive Committee members provide. Our Executive Committee
members are also our Trustees in the federated charity structure of Scouting. In addition
to highlighting the important role that our Trustees ful�l, there will be a refreshed set of
online resources to help us to recruit and welcome new trustees. Across the County,
there are still many groups that need to build a greater support network that an
Executive Committee can provide.  See the resources here  

For GSLs, an Executive Committee is your support team to help lighten the load of
running your Group. The Chair of the Executive, is your appointment to make so you can
work with someone who understands what you want to achieve with the leadership
team and help you make it come to life. You are able to nominate many of the executive
committee members too. This can ensure a positive and supportive team is there to back
up both you and the Section leadership. The Executive Committee is a great place for
volunteers new to Scouting who feel that they don’t have enough time to help out at
weekly meetings.

I am really grateful for the support that our executive teams provide in GLMW and know
that we could not reach as far as we do without them. Please join me in saying a huge
“Thank You” to our Secret Support Team, our Trustees.

Richard Williams, GLMW County Commissioner

Festival of lights

Every year around this time,  the skies
across the UK and the world can be seen
�lled with �reworks as celebrations take
place to celebrate.

Diwali is a �ve-day “Festival of Lights”
and a celebration of the triumph of good
over evil, and light over dark.

If you are teaching your young people about Diwali, the Scout Association has some
great ideas . 

As it falls so close to Bon�re night, it can be an opportunity to teach young people about
�re and �re safety too.

We would love to see how you have been celebrating around the county - drop the team
an email to tell us all about it!

Happy Diwali to those who are celebrating!

Remembrance Day

https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-things-locally/grants-and-funds-for-your-local-group/grants-from-ukhq/funding-to-support-gaining-activity-permits/?fbclid=IwAR3Pzs9Kp4dP_lIPvOHErFkB7G1jg3SJsEh2j0W5LwBVre41OIFhY4szRsA&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04
https://www.scouts.org.uk/activities/celebrate-the-festival-of-light/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04


11th November

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month in 1918, the guns of the
Western Front fell silent after more than
four years of continuous warfare during
the First World War. 

In many parts of the world, people
observe a two-minute silence at 11am

every 11 November, to remember those who lost their lives during the First World War
as well as in more recent con�icts. 

For many of us, Remembrance Day will be the �rst signi�cant celebration that we will be
attending with our Scout groups in person.

The British Legion website is full of ideas if you are still looking for session ideas. 

Covid cases are still high across the County, so do visit the Scout Association website for
the most up to date guidance on how to manage young people in crowds.

The current readiness level in GLMW is GREEN

This means: All activities can resume for members who live in England. Residential
activities and international travel may take place.

Group sizes and limitations:

All non-residential activities (including young people, Scout Network and adult
only groups): No limit on group size, although all activities must be able to safely
manage the risk of transmission of COVID and, if this is not possible, they must
not take place.

Residential activities: Nights away activities may take place, more details in the
planning COVID-safe Nights Away in 2021 guidance. 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/getting-back-together-safely/nights-away-and-international-travel/planning-covid-safe-nights-away-in-2021/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04


International travel: Visits abroad may resume but must follow the FCDO travel
advice and still manage the transmission of COVID and ensuring that the trips are
safe and accessible.

The most up to date guidance can be found here. 

The roadshows and applications for both the Jamboree and Jamborette
have been a roaring success! 

Over the course of September and October the teams have conducted 12
face to face and 2 virtual roadshows to over 200 Young People and their

parents, along with leaders. 

Its been great to see so much engagement with the process and see so
many excited faces!

The application process closed at midnight on the 31st October, with 238
applications in total made. The next stage will be 4 selection days held on

the 6th, 7th, 20th and 21st November at PACCAR, where we will look to
reduce that number down to 72 participants for the Jamboree and 36

participants for the Jamborette. 

We are still looking for volunteers to assist with the running of selection
day activities, and if you are interested please sign up, it’ll be of great help in

processing the applications in good time. More details and registration is
here: 

https://forms.of�ce.com/r/XgSaHebggD

Alex and Georgia, GLMW WSJ Unit Leaders.

Adult Training Dates : November

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/getting-back-together-safely/nights-away-and-international-travel/planning-covid-safe-nights-away-in-2021/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04
https://forms.office.com/r/XgSaHebggD?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04


November sees the return of the online training modules, with plenty of �rst
aid courses still on offer! to get involved please check the GLMW Training

Calendar!

Hillwalking permit

Are you interested in gaining a
hillwalking permit, or perhaps just
enjoying a weekend of walking in the
company of other leaders?

We still have a few places left on our Snowdonia Weekend November: Click here for
more information or to book

We are also now taking bookings for a weekend in the Yorkshire Dales in January. Click
here

Both weekends are based in bunkhouse accommodation and include communal catering
on the Saturday and Sunday with self-catering for the Friday evening.

Get in touch if you have any questions,

Geoff Vanderplank, Deputy County Commissioner (Activities)

County paddlesports

Are you interested in gaining a Scout
Adventurous Activity Permit for Kayak /
Canoe?

We will be holding a training course at
Bury Lake in Rickmansworth run over the

weekend of 7th and 8th May 2022. The
course will include the British Canoeing
Foundation Safety Rescue Training (“FSRT”) award. 

The weekend is very participative and candidates will spend most of their time either on,
or in the water, paddling in a variety of craft (Kayak, Canoe and Stand Up Paddleboard)
and practicing rescue techniques. 

Please come prepared to get wet and have loads of fun!

The course is not intended for complete beginners and whilst participants don’t need a
formal quali�cation, they should be con�dent being on the water in a kayak or canoe,
paddling at, or above, the level of the British Canoeing Discover Award. 

Please see Paddle Awards - British Canoeing Awarding Body.

On successful completion of the course to a suitable standard, candidates can apply for a
‘Scout adventurous activity permit’. The permit will be restricted based on the ability of
the candidate.

https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/adult-support/training-calendar?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04
https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/events/hillwalking-snowdonia-nov-2021?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04
https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/events/hillwalking-yorkshire-dales-jan-2022?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04
https://www.britishcanoeingawarding.org.uk/paddle-awards/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04


The cost is £150 per person, with a deposit of £25 payable now to reserve a place, with
the balance due in March 2022.

Course numbers are limited and so If you would like to reserve a place would please let
me know as soon as possible and I will send you payment details.

Please do contact me if you would like any further information.

Geoff Vanderplank

Road Safety

With clock change at the weekend, its
getting darker even earlier, and even more
reason to take greater care on the roads. 

Road safety is a life skill, and for our
young people their knowledge base grows

with them through access to pedestrian and cycle training at school, pre-driver education
and then learning to drive or motorcycle, with regular refresher training on an ongoing
basis.

If you are planning on delivering a road safety session, you may �nd some useful
information from RoSPA here for your risk assessment.

First Aid

YouGov data reveals that almost half of
adults in London (43%) have never
undertaken any form of training to learn
CPR.

With most cardiac arrests happening at
home, knowing CPR and being con�dent
to use a de�brillator if one is available could save a loved one’s life.

As Scout leaders, we are required to undertake basic �rst response  training - go on to
the GLMW training calendar to book on, you could end up saving a life!

Immediate intervention before an ambulance arrives is crucial. It can be done by anyone.

Between April 2020 and March 2021, the London Ambulance Service attended more than
13,000 cardiac arrests. In this period, more than two-thirds of patients received CPR
before crews arrived at the scene.

https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_november&utm_term=2021-11-04


GLMW County Of�ce,
PACCAR Scout Camp,
Denham Lane,
Chalfont St Peter,
Bucks,
SL9 0QJ

https: //www.glmwscouts.org.uk/contact

You received this email due to your involvement
in the GLMW County Scouts. If you'd like to stop

receiving our newsletter please use the link
below. 

Unsubscribe

Thank you to all our leaders, helpers, supporters & young people around
GLMW. 

We would love to hear about what you are doing as we get back together
safely!

media@glmwscouts.org.uk

 
Georgia & Nisha

GLMW Scouts
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