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In this edition: 

An update from the County Commissioner

Getting back together safely 

Ealing Scout fundraises for Scout Hut renovation

2023 World Scout Jamboree & Jamborette update

Harrow's Summer of Scouting

County :Hillwalking : Dartmoor

County: AGM

Welcome back to Scouting live!

I hope that you have had a fantastic
Summer.

It’s a year where many more of us have
been visiting the UK for our summer
holidays and rediscovering all those places
that are beautiful and somehow just
around the corner. I hope you were able to
�nd a moment for yourself to rest and
rejuvenate. 

We have so much fun to enjoy as we get back to Scouting, all of that energy and
enthusiasm from the Summer will carry us long into the next few months.

The joy of being a leader in Scouting is seeing Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers
growing in con�dence. As they build friendships, skills in all that they can achieve, it is
infectious. Talking to many of you recently, hearing how parents you have spoken with
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about the fun of Scouting are now often more than happy to join in and help after
months of pandemic isolation, tells me that we have a real opportunity to grow our adult
support in a really meaningful way. 

It will help us in our ambition to bring Scouting to even more young people in GLMW.

Talking to the parents and others who surround our Groups and Units is a really import
way of building our adult support. It isn’t hard, and we naturally talk about the good
things we see and do most of the time. It is really important that we focus on that
positive energy with those new to Scouting and among ourselves.

To misquote a favourite story teller of mine, “A negative vibe can break the spirit of a
hundred good people before positive optimism has even got its �ying boots on”. So, for
everything that you enjoy about Scouting, tell everybody that you meet and have a great
time in September.

Richard Williams, GLMW County Commissioner

The current readiness level in GLMW is YELLOW

This means:

Section meetings can take place outdoors and indoors. Residential activities may take
place. 

All non-residential activities : No limit on group size, although all activities must
be able to safely manage the risk of transmission of COVID and, if this is not
possible, they must not take place. Outdoor activities are still encouraged. In poorly
ventilated locations social distancing and face coverings are expected and
recommended (note any requirements by facilities and external providers must be
followed).

Residential activities: Nights away activities may take place, limited to a maximum
of 6 people per sleeping space (tent or room). COVID measures such as good
hygiene remain in place, and lateral �ow testing is strongly recommended to take
place immediately prior to departure and twice a week throughout the trip and on
return for those age 11 and over. Further information is available in the planning
COVID-safe Nights Away in 2021 guidance.

The most up to date guidance can be found here. 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/getting-back-together-safely/nights-away-and-international-travel/planning-covid-safe-nights-away-in-2021/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/getting-back-together-safely/nights-away-and-international-travel/planning-covid-safe-nights-away-in-2021/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01


Scout cycles across UK to raise money for
hut renovation

Jonathan Slater from Hanwell in Ealing is currently cycling to John O Groats , hoping to
raise £10,000 for much needed renovations to his Scout Hut. He left from Land's End
with his dad Brett on the 11th August. 

The leaders of 7th Hanwell have spent the past few years planning the renovations and
are now trying to fundraise to pay for them.

14 year-old Jonathan, who only learned to cycle during lockdown due to hydrocephalus,
which affects balance decided he wanted to help.

  "The leaders have been doing everything they can over the years to �x the numerous
problems. Last year they had some 20 volunteers working for two days repainting
everything, but sadly it's just got so bad it needs more that some hard-working
volunteers to �x it now." Jonathan said.

So far he has raised more than 70% of his target. The fundraising page is here

He has been blogging about his journey. Have a read here

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/HeWillNeverRideABike?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01
https://jonathanslaterlejog.substack.com/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01


Well done Jonathon !

Any guesses how many badges he would have earned by the time he gets back?! 

World Scout Jamboree 2023

You would have seen that in GLMW we
are already starting to look ahead to
the Jamboree in South Korea.

We are delighted to announce that
following a very competitive selection
process, our Unit Leaders for the next
World Scout Jamboree are:

Georgia Miller Unit Leader (Uxbridge & District)
Alex Norori-McCormac Unit Leader ( GLMW County team)
Gangaveer Singh Deputy Unit Leader (Greenford & District)

Andrew Woodbridge Deputy Unit Leader (Uxbridge & District)
Ruqayyah Lamara Assistant Unit Leader (West London)

Moaaz Basha Assistant Unit Leader (West London)
Abdounour Berrah Assistant Unit Leader (West London)

Lizzie Turner Assistant Unit Leader (TGU)

The team is already busy preparing to select 72 young people; 2 full units to represent
GLMW and go on the adventure of a lifetime to SaeManGuem, South Korea in early
August 2023.

Look out for details of the application process and for Jamboree roadshows in your
district in the coming weeks.

Please encourage all your young people to apply for a place, whatever their
circumstances. We want the two units to represent the best of GLMW, and we rely on
you all to ensure that we pick from the widest pool of applicants.

We can’t wait to Think Big, Dream Wild, Act Together and make 72 young people’s
dreams come true!

Sanjay Chandarana, ACC International



In addition to the Jamboree - GLMW are also planning to send a party to the Jamborette
in Holland, also taking place in 2023.

The Jamborette is held every four years in Haarlem, near Amsterdam. In 2019 the event
was attended by over 3,000 Scouts from 25 countries!

GLMW was well represented in 2019 and for 2023 , 36 Young people recruited from
across the County. 

Young people attending the County contingent will need to be of Explorer age at the time
of the event in 2023. The cost for each participant is £1,000 which will include travel to
and from Holland, the 12 day Jamborette plus weekend camps and events beforehand.

This year we will be operating a registration and assessment process in parallel with the
World Scout Jamboree team. Young people will complete a single application form
specifying which event they are applying for. ( Or if applying for either, which would be
their preference. ) The Jamborette is held at a similar time to the World Scout Jamboree
so it is not possible to attend both.

At the district roadshows, you will be able to �nd out more about the Jamborette and the
application process.

Cathy Muxlow – GLMW Jamborette Contingent Leader

Geoff Vanderplank – GLMW Jamborette Leader Team

Summer Scouts



During the summer holidays, over 150 young people from the Boroughs of Harrow and
Hillingdon were given the chance to try Scouting for the �rst time.

These children, who come from some of the most deprived areas in the county, were
provided with a hot lunch and the chance to take part in fun activities and develop new
skills. The theme of the programme was healthy eating and �tness; activities included
making fruit kebabs, �tness challenges and healthy baking. They also tried out different
crafts, played wide games and learned some scouting skills.

Thank you to all the amazing volunteers who made the summer camps run smoothly and
supported behind the scenes! Special mentions to Andrew Wright, Alison Oakley, Phyl
Brooke and Kit Power.

First Response Trainers

Do you have a "full" First Aid quali�cation
such as 3 day First Aid at Work? 

If yes, would you be interested in helping
others to complete their Scouting First

Response module? We are looking for additional people to join our training team. Initially
you would be paired up alongside an existing trainer providing an opportunity to develop
your training skills.

If you are interested in joining or would simply like a chat to �nd out more, please contact
either:

Alison Oakley - Deputy County Commissioner alison.oakley@glmwscouts.org.uk

Ian Chick - Head of the First Response training team ian.chick@glmwscouts.org.uk

Geoff Vanderplank - First Response Trainer geoff.vanderplank@glmwscouts.org.uk

GLMW Expedition Training (
Explorers / Network)

We're pleased to announce that we are
planning to resume the County
Expedition Training programme from this
Autumn. 

mailto:alison.oakley@glmwscouts.org.uk
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This is suitable for Explorers / Network
wanting to work towards the Expedition
section of the Chief Scout's Diamond or
Queen's Scout Award (and/or the Duke of
Edinburgh Silver / Gold awards). 

Please see the link for the �ier and
application form which can be circulated to
your sections.

This will cover:

Training Weekend (local): 13th-14th
November 2021 

First Aid training day (local):27th February 2022

Practice Expedition (Brecon Beacons): 1st-4th April 2022

Qualifying Expedition (Snowdonia): 22nd-26th July 2022

We will need responses from anyone wanting to take part in the programme by Friday
15th October. 

For Explorers these need to come via the Explorer leaders so please ensure you allow
time for this when communicating with the Explorers.

Following discussion with many of the district teams in the County, we are anticipating
the expedition section for Chief Scout's Platinum Award (DoE Bronze) will begin to be
organised in Districts. 

Given that the guidelines are for these expeditions to be done in lowland terrain and
within ~30min of the home base the consensus is that these expeditions are better
delivered by local District teams. If you would like some guidance on this then please get
in touch.

Graham Drabble, Expedition Training Course Leader, 

graham.drabble@glmwscouts.org.uk 

County AGM

https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/news/article/glmw-expedition-training-flier-and-application-form?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01
mailto:graham.drabble@glmwscouts.org.uk%C2%A0


We are pleased to invite you to the County's online AGM for the 2020/21
�nancial year, which will be held online at 3pm on 19th September 2021.

If you are able to attend, please complete this form. Meeting invitations for
Zoom will be sent in the week of the AGM, but only to those who have

signed up via the form (to ensure meeting security) - so please make sure
you do! 

 The nomination form for the elected positions of the County Executive is
here and the form for TSA Council here. If you are interested in standing for

one of the six Elected positions available, or either of the Secretary or
Treasurer positions, please return the completed form to me by the deadline

speci�ed. 

If more applications are received than the number of positions available in
any of the categories, elections will be held. If you are interested in any of
these positions but would like to know more �rst, feel free to send me an

email. 

Also attached is a nomination form for the national council positions -
similarly, an election will be held if more nominations are received than the

positions available.

The County's Annual Report and Accounts will be distributed closer to
the time.

Dartmoor Hillwalking weekend

Over the weekend of 17-19th September ,
the County Hillwalking Team is organising
a walking weekend on Dartmoor for adult
members.

The event will be camping, based at a
campsite in Princetown. Arrival on Friday
evening, with walks on Saturday and

Sunday.

Participants will need to bring a tent, camping gear and food. The cost is £25.

This is a good opportunity to get back in the great outdoors, have a walk across the
moors in the company of fellow Scouters and for those less experienced, or a bit rusty, a
great chance to learn or practice some map reading skills.

More information and booking can be found at Hillwalking Dartmoor Weekend, for Adult
Scout Members | Greater London MW (glmwscouts.org.uk)

If you need any further information or have questions, then please do get in touch.

Geoff Vanderplank geoff.vanderplank@glmwscouts.org.uk

Deputy County Commissioner Activities

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sx1pITByf0yk1R4aQcOb2MycLi7jKmpNsRGK4r--lpVURVg3NDVHVTk2STVYMkVBTzJQS0kwMEFRQy4u&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01
https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Executive-Nomination-form.docx?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01
https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Nomination-form-TSA-Council.docx?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01
https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/events/hillwalking-dartmoor-sept-2021?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01
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Training Dates : Sept

As we get back into the swing of scouting, a full training schedule is on
offer - book in to get your training up to date, especially First Response

practical.

You can sign up for training here

September 1

Downe Activity Centre

In November 2020,  The Scout Association
announced the sale of Downe Activity
Centre, in Kent. 

Friends of Downe Activity Centre (FoDAC),
a group of Scouters, Guiders, and others
came together to try to save the site. They
formed a charity and submitted a bid for
the site in early July. 

FoDAC are thrilled to announce TSA trustees agreed to sell the site to us and give
time to raise the necessary funds.

Scouts are pleased the charity will ensure that all our young people will have access to
this facility.

In addition, the charity will ensure the historical legacy of Downe is honoured and the
ecology and heritage of the site is preserved.

 “We are delighted to be able to work with the Scout Association to save Downe said a
spokesperson. ' Now more than ever, our young people need access to space to grow as
individuals. A whole generation has been affected by changing routines, lockdowns and
reducing social interactions during a critical life stage. This has led to an increase in
associated mental health issues in adolescents. We feel, and the research agrees, that
there has never been a better time for outdoor adventure with friends and Downe is the
perfect place for that.”

Now the Scout Association has agreed the sale, the charity are excited to be able to work
with them and the rest of the community to push on with their fundraising efforts.

But to do we need your help.

Please visit www.downeactivitycentre.org.uk to �nd out more or to donate.

Downe also have an exciting partnership with what3words, the global mapping company,
where you can ‘Sponsor a Square’ of Downe. You can pick a favourite spot, somewhere
with wonderful memories or just a great name that you like, then just click and sponsor.

https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/adult-support/training-calendar?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01
http://www.downeactivitycentre.org.uk/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glmw_news_september_2021&utm_term=2021-09-01


GLMW County Of�ce,
PACCAR Scout Camp,
Denham Lane,
Chalfont St Peter,
Bucks,
SL9 0QJ

https: //www.glmwscouts.org.uk/contact

You received this email due to your involvement
in the GLMW County Scouts. If you'd like to stop

receiving our newsletter please use the link
below. 

Unsubscribe

You can also follow our journey on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter

Thank you to all our leaders, helpers, supporters & young people around
GLMW. 

We would love to hear about what you are doing as we get back together
safely!

media@glmwscouts.org.uk

 
Georgia & Nisha

GLMW Scouts
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