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Adventure Season is here 

The summer holidays are just days away. All of those months 
of planning and practising to be sure we all know how to 
pitch a tent, build a gadget or find our way out in the wild are 
soon to be put to good use on our summer adventures.      
Explorer Scouts are starting to re-emerge from their exam  
revision purdah ready to re-engage with the world. This 
month, I’m looking forward to seeing a good many of them 
completing their Assessed Expeditions for DofE Silver and 

Gold, Chief Scout and Queens Scout Awards in the mountains of Snowdonia. Fingers 
crossed that the beautiful weather holds out for the whole summer. 

It is the season of District and Family camps too. Last weekend it was marvellous to 
see some 400 young people and leaders at the Thameside Grand Union District Camp 
at Phasels Wood. With a wide range of activities in the programme it was clear that 
lifetime memories and #SkillsForLife were being created. This coming weekend, I’m 
looking forward to getting to the Ealing and Hanwell district fun camp, Greenford & 
District Pioneering weekend and the 27th Willesden Fun Day at PACCAR.  

From GLMW, we have people travelling far and wide this summer with groups      
travelling to camps around the UK and abroad. Wherever your group is headed this 
summer, be sure to have a safe and enjoyable adventure. 

Executive Action 

Family Camps and the many activity days that are being organised in Groups and   
Districts around the County offer great opportunities to remind people of the valuable 
work done by our Executive Committees.  



 

Over 600 people give valuable time to support Groups, Districts and the County with 
accounting, administrative and maintenance tasks. Often in the background, our      
Executive Committee members ensure that HQ buildings are safe, secure and fit for 
purpose. Please take a moment to thank the Executive Committee members for your 
Group or District. We have a real need to encourage more people to join this great 
team so be sure to use those family camps, activity days and AGMs to bring new   
people on-board. For people who maybe don’t have a regular weekly availability to 
help at a section meeting, an Executive Committee Role can be a great way to         
volunteer for Scouting 

At the moment we have a need for around 30 of each of Treasurers, Secretaries and 
Chairs for groups in our County. So, if you know of any newly qualified accountants or 
students home for the holidays looking to hone their skills and demonstrate their   
trustee credentials; just retired managers or people taking a career break wanting to 
keep their skills sharp; or, family members who always seem to be busy but maybe 
have an evening per quarter to help with one of our Executive Committees, then point 
them in my direction and I will help them to get involved. Over the next six months, 
GLMW will be rolling out a programme of support for our Executive Committee   
members to help them fulfil their role and make sure that they know who to call if they 
need help. 

 

Validate that Learning 

As you prepare for that summer camp and then, perhaps, a summer break for yourself. 
Think back on all that you have achieved over the last year. We are really proud of the 
great leaders we have in GLMW. You do things that you probably never expected to 
do. You deliver great programmes every week and together are helping nearly 8000 
young people every year on the adventure of a lifetime. If you have modules to        
validate on the way to completing your woodbadge then this may be the moment for 
a chat with your Training Adviser or Local Training Manager. Show them all that you 
have been doing. It will definitely count. And, if you have seen someone delivering 
great programmes, be sure to nominate them to your District Commissioner for a   
Balanced Programme Award Scarf. And as you head off on that summer adventure, 
thank you for everything you do. 

Richard Williams 

County Commissioner 



GLMW’s All Action American Adventure 24th-27th May 2018 
Have you got any Explorers who could be the next action hero? Could your Cubs cut it 
as stunt doubles? Come and recreate some of the most iconic action movie scenes on 
our activity tower or recover the ancient treasure from deep underground tunnels at 
GLMW’s American Adventure.  
Join us for  our All Action American Adventure (with a little bit of Dutch fun) 
 
Click here for more information. 

Trooping of the Colour 
 

On Saturday 9th June, 10 Scouts, Explorer Scouts and Leaders 
had the incredible honour of representing GLMW at Trooping 
the Colour 2018. It was a fantastic occasion and after an early 
start at Ickenham Station, we travelled to Charing Cross, 
emerging at Trafalgar Square with police 

swarming everywhere! We proceeded through Admiralty Arch 
and along the Mall, escorted by police officers and then had front-
line spaces in the Youth Pen by the road to Horse Guards Parade! 
We waited patiently; chatting to each other, the police officers and 
the other groups attending. 

 
After seeing Boris Johnson strolling past with his bodyguards, soon the 
Royals arrived in their various carriages and the guardsmen, marching 
bands and gun carriages and horses also went past, leaving quite a smell 
behind! 
 

With some of the group trying to spot as many snipers as possible and others taking 
photos with the county mascot, we left the pen as soon as everyone 
had gone past to form the front line of people walking down the Mall! 
We got to the gates of Buckingham Palace to see the Royal Family 
coming out onto the balcony and then got to watch the RAF flypast 
right over our heads, including the famous Red Arrows! 
 
It was a fantastic privilege to represent GLMW and to attend such a 
prestigious event. The experience will remain with all of us for the rest of our lives! 
 

Rishi-Nayan Varodaria (ASL, 6th Northwood Scouts) & Nikhil-Manav Varodaria 
(Poindextor ESU) 

https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/upcoming-events/county-camp-glmws-action-american-adventure/


Queen’s Scout                  
Congratulations! 
 

Many congratulations to Alice 
Appleby who was presented 
with her Queen’s Scout Award 
at Greenford & District AGM 
last week. 
 
For more information about 
the award and support       
promoting it to your young 
people, please contact 
Maxcine, ACC Top Awards. 
 

GLMW County AGM 
 

You are invited to attend the 
County AGM on Sunday, 23rd 
September 2018 from 3pm at 
1st Greenford Scout HQ. 

Run Snowdon for Scouting 

Being a Scout Leader has it's ups 
and downs. And in this case, quite 
literally. On Saturday 2nd of June, 
one leader, one parent and one      
Explorer Scout ran up and down the 
highest peak in England and Wales, 
the mighty Yr Wyddfa - or Snowdon 
to you and me. 

Why? Blame the Explorer Scout! 

During our County Expedition to Kandersteg last year 
this particular then Scout (we'll call him Giles Woodland 
- because that's his name) got wind of the long term 
plans to rebuild 2nd Ickenham hut, and seeing as he 
was about to leave the group he'd gone through      

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts with, and 
continue to Explorers, said he wanted 
to do something by way of a thank you
(!) Using his T2 permit Scout leader 
Chris Potter, he was able to organise 
and carry out the feat, staying at    
Cornel Scout site. Giles, Chris and    
fellow runner and Scouting parent 
Dave    Gallear, completed the event in 

under 2 hours, raising £1,400 to boot. County monkey, 
Buddy, also made it to the top! 

Chris Potter, 2nd Ickenham Scouts 

Badge of the month 
Cubs Road Safety Badge 

This month’s badge of the month is the Road Safety badge for the Cubs. The 
badge is relevant at any time of the year...whether you are looking for an     
activity in the next few months when the evenings are long , or planning your 
programme for next winter when the nights draw in. 
The badge can definitely be completed in one pack night with a little creativity 

and planning.  
The requirements can be found here and more importantly the RAC have produced loads 
of materials to support the activity badge. 

mailto:maxcinehill@aol.com
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/4326/road-safety-activity-badge/?cat=12,67,776&moduleID=10
https://fundraising.scouts.org.uk/rac


Beaverama—Festival of Fun 
 
On Sunday 10th June , the sun shone as over 
500 Beavers arrived at PACCAR for a day of 
circus fun. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beavers spent the morning visiting themed zones where 
they could practice  their circus skills,  test their balance on 
slack lines,  play games and making their own stilts and   
circus accessories before enjoying a performance in the Big 
Top from Happy’s Circus. 

 
 
Can you make an impact on our programme 
for Beaver Scouts?  
 

Do you want to make an impact on how we 
support the programme for Beavers across the 
County?  We are looking for keen, enthusiastic 
and innovative individuals to join our growing 
team to help us support section leaders and  
districts to deliver fantastic programmes for 
young people.  

We are interested to hear from anyone who 
wishes to make an impact on the way we    
support programme… whether you want to lead 
a team or just contribute great programme    
ideas. 

If you think this is you then get in touch with 
Phil Power, Deputy County Commissioner 
(Programme) 

mailto:Ppower@glmwscouts.org.uk


Young Leader Training Weekend 
5th – 7th October 2018 

Following on from our successful collaboration with Berkshire Scouts in 2017, 
we will be running another Young Leader module training weekend this        
October at PACCAR Scout Camp. The residential weekend will enable Young 

Leaders to complete training on all of the modules in the Young Leader programme. In  
addition, the weekend will offer an opportunity to meet Young Leaders from a very       
different background to anyone active in our metropolitan county plus there will be time 
to enjoy some of the activities at our County campsite.  

Places are limited so applications will be  taken on a first come, first served basis. So if 
you have a young leader who would like to participate, please help them to send        
completed application and health forms plus a cheque for £45 to Karen Tempest at our 
County Office (address is on the forms).  

Buckingham Palace Garden Party 
At the end of May, Charlotte 
McBrayne of REN Network joined a 
team to help at the Buckingham 
Palace Garden Party.  
 
The Garden Party was a huge    
success and Charlotte was        
commended for her part in the 
event. 

Unit 21 – The Royal Guards—Jamboree Update 

We’re happy and excited to share 
that Unit 21 has found a name and 
are to be called the ‘Royal Guards’. 
After input from the young people 

within the Unit we went with a medieval theme. 
The Team is now working on badge design which 
is loads of fun as things are finally coming         
together which leads us to believe that the     
Jamboree is shaping up to be a real hoot! 

We are also proud to announce that one of our 
Unit members, Tati Tresidder has successfully 
been selected to be a member of the UK         
contingent’s Impact team. She'll be part of a 12 
member strong, national team who is responsible 
for narrowing ideas produced by young people, 
as well as helping the UK contingent team with 
planning for the World Scout Jamboree, exciting 
stuff! 

https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/upcoming-events/young-leader-training-weekend/


Water Carriers 

1st Osterley have some black water carriers      
available to purchase. 

Carriers are priced at £10 
each or 3 for £25 (collection 
from Isleworth). 

If you are interested, please 
contact Joshua Willingham.  

Any items that you would like to       
include in MX news should be 

sent to Karen Tempest by 25th of 
each month 

Pioneering Competition 
 
Whilst you are planning  your  summer meetings and camps, don’t forget about our   
pioneering competition for the Scout section... 

This is to be a new annual competition in the County. If you have Scouts that are up for 
the challenge, then we’re asking you to encourage them to build an ambitious             
pioneering structure to enter the competition. It could be an imposing gate, a watch 
tower, a swing boat, a working ballista or anything else that you can imagine your 
Scouts building safely. Whatever your Scouts choose, it will need to be built by them. 
And where is the venue for this competition? Answer, exactly wherever you choose it 
to be. We’re going to take advantage of the easy availability of technology today to 
make everywhere you are in to the competition location. So if it’s at your HQ, on your 
summer camp or perhaps even at our PACCAR Scout Campsite then your Scout Troop 
can take part. 
 
How to enter: Choose the structure that the Scouts will build. Video the Scouts       
constructing it. Edit the video in to a 5 minute news report that shows the Scouts doing 
the work, the quality of the great knots and lashings incorporated in to the build and 
the completed structure at the end. Send the video to us via Karen or upload it to our 
GLMW Facebook page by 15th September 2018. Our expert judges will select the 
champion structure and the trophy will be awarded to the winning troop at the County 
AGM. 
 
Good luck! 

Online Scout Manager 

If you haven’t yet taken advantage 
of the County OSM provision, 
please contact Karen to receive your 
code. 

mailto:joshuawillingham@btinternet.com
mailto:karen.tempest@glmwscouts.org.uk
mailto:karen.tempest@glmwscouts.org.uk

